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I. A De/cription of a Roman Sudatory, or Hypo- 
cauftum, found at. Wroxeter in Shropshire, 
Anno 1701. (By Mr John Lyfter. Communi¬ 
cated to the (Royal Society by John Harwood, 
IX. Z>. and F. % 8 , 

A Boot 40. Perches diftant North from a ruinous Walh 
call’d the Old-Work of Wroxeter, once Uriconium, 
a famous City in Shropfhire, in a piece of Arable Land 1 , in 
the.Tenure of Mr Bennet, he obferved, that alrho tbefe 
Fields bad formerly been fertilized and made very rich 
by the Flames and. Deftruftion of the City, yet a final! 
Square Parcel thereof t^ be fruitlefs, and not to be im¬ 
proved by the beft Manure* He then gueffing the Catife of 
Sterility to be underneath, fent his Men to dig and fearch 
into it 5 but the Soil being then unfown, caus’d them to 
mifiake, and fearch in a wrong placep where they hap¬ 
pen’d upon Bottoms of old Walls, buried in their own 
Rubbifh, (being fuch as are often found in thofe Fields 4) 
and the Inhabitants digging one of them up, for the 
benefit of the Building-Stone, were thereby guided to. 
the Weftern Corner of the faid unprofitable Spec of Land r 
Where they found ( near the Foundation J a lirtle Door« 
place, which, w? e 1 cleanfed, gave Entrance into .the 
Vacancy of a fquare Room, walled about, and floor’d 
under and over, with fbme Afhes and Earth -c.heicm 
This was built in times pail: ( as fome fuprofs ) for a 
Sudaterji. ot Sweating-houfe tor Roman Souldiers ^ being fet 
with 4 Ranks of fmall Brick Pillars, 8 inches Jqna r e, and 
htki-in a ftrong fort of very fine Red Clay 5 each Pillar 
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being founded upon a foo: fquare Quarry of Brick 5 and 
upon the head pi every Pillar was fixed a large Quarry of 
2 foot fquire, hard almofi: as Flint, as raoft of tho '2 llo' 
man Bricks are, and within as Red as Scarlet, and fine as 
Chalk. Thefe Pillars were to fupport a double Floor, 
made of very ftrong Mortar, mixed with courfe Gravel, 
and Jbruifed or broken Bricks : Thefirft of thefe Floors 
was laid upon the large Quarries, and, when dry, the 
fecond Floor was laid upon it. 

But firit there .was a Range or Rank of Tunnel-Bricks, 
fixt with Iron cramps up to the.Wall within, with their 
lower ends level with the under fides of the broad Qiiar- X 
ries, and their upper ends with the furface of the upper 
Floor and every Tunnel had alike 3 oppofite Mortice- 
holes, one on either fide, cut through for a crofs paflage 
to difperfe the Heat amongft them all. The Form of the 
whole will be better underftood by infpe&ing the Figures. 

Explanation of the Figures. 

Fig. z. A. B. C- D. is the Ground Plat, on which the. 
Pillars of Brick (land. 

Fig. 3. E. F- is one of the faid Bricks ^ which are in 

Numb. 34. 

Fig. 3. G. H. I. K. is the Ceiling of Square Tiles, whichr 
lye upon the Heads of the (quare Pillars. 

Fig. 4. L. M. N. O. P. Q. is the Sweating-Houfe, in. 
Perfpedive, (hewing, in part the Manner of the Floors, 
and Pillars as they were placed. 

Fig. 5. R. S. T. U. is the double Floor, whofe upper, 
furface lies even with the tops of the Flews in the Per¬ 
spective Draught. 

Fig. 6 . W. X. Is one of the Flews, or Tunnel-Bricks, 
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